It is my love that keeps mine eyes awake;

Mine own true love that doth my rest defeat —
¢) Bring me within the level of vour frown.

But shoot not at me in your wakened hate!

5. Comment on the following quotations from the works of promi-
nent modern linguists and speak on the problems of linguistic change:

a) One may say with R. Jakobson, a little paradoxically, that a
linguistic change is a synchronic fact. (A. Sommerfelt)

b) Visible change is the tip of an iceberg. Every alteration that
eventually establishes itself, had to exist formerly as a choice. This
means that the seedbed for variation in time is simply the whole land-
scape of variation in space. (D. Bolinger) |

c¢) The structure of language is nothing but the unstable balance
between the needs of communication, which require more numerous
and more specific units and man’s inertia, which favours less numerous,
less specific and more frequently occurring units. (A. Martinet)

d) That two forms, the new and the old, can occasionally exist in
wholly free variation is a possibility that has not yet been disproved
but, as Bloomfield rightly remarked “when a speaker knows two rival
forms, they differ in connotation, since he has heard them f{rom difier-
ent persons under different circumstances”. (M. Samuels)

Chapter 11

GERMANIC LANGUAGES

Modern Germanic Languages

§ 32. Languages can be classified according to different principles.
The historical, or genealogical classification, groups languages in ac-
cordance with their origin from a common linguistic ancestor.

Genetically, English belongs to the Germanic or Teutcnic group of
languages, which is one of the twelve groups of the IE linguistic family.
Most of the area of Europe and large parts of other continents are occu-
pied today by the IE languages, Germanic being cne of their major
groups.

§ 33. The Germanic languages in the mocdern world are as follows:

English — in Great Britain, Ireland, the USA, Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, the South African Republic, and many other former
British colonies and dominions; '

German — in the German Democratic Republic, the Federal Re-
%Jubcilc of Germany, Austria, Luxemburg, Liechtenstein, part of Switzer-
and;

Netherlandish — in the Netherlands and Fla S i ' -
also as Dutch and Flemish respeciivgflys); e S (S|

Afrikaans — in the South African Republic;
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Danish — in Denmark;

Swedish — in Sweden and Finland;

Norwegian — in Norway:

Icelandic — in Iceland:

Frisian — in some regions of the Netherlands and the Federal
Republic of Germany;

Faroese — in the Faroe Islands;

Yiddish — in different countries.

Lists of Germanic languages given in manuals and reference-books
differ in some points, for the distinction between separate languages,
and also between languages and dialects varies. Until recently Dutch
and Flemish were named as separate languages; Frisian and Faroese
are often referred to as dialects, since thev are spoken over small, poli-
tically dependent areas; the linguistic independence of Norwegian is
questioned, for it has intermixed with Danish; Br E and Am E are some-
times regarded as two independent languages.

It is difficult to estimate the number of people speaking Germanic
languages, especially on account of English, which in many countries
is one of two languages in a bilingual community, e.g. in Canada. The
estimates for English range frem 250 to 300 million people who have
it as their mother tongue. The total number of people speaking Germanic
languages approaches 440 million. To this rough estimate we could add
an indefinite number of bilingual people in the countries where English
is used as an official language (over 50 countries).

All the Germanic languages are related through their common ori-
gin and joint development at the early stages of history. The survey
of their external history will show where and when the Germanic lan-
guages arose and acquired their common features and also how they have

developed into modern independent tongues.

The Earliest Period of Germanic History.
Proto-Germanic

§ 34. The history of the Germanic group begins with the appearance
of what is known as the Proto-Germanic (PG) language (also termed
Common or Primitive Germanic, Primitive Teutcnic and simply Ger-
manic). PG is the linguistic ancestor cr the parent-language of the
Germanic group. It is supposed to have split from related 1E tongues
sometime between the 15th and 10th c. B.C. The would-be Germanic
tribes belonged to the western division of the IE speech community.

As the Indo-Europeans extended over a larger territory, the ancient
Germans or Teutons ! moved further north than other tribes and settled
on the southern coast of the Baltic Sea in the regicn of the Elbe. This

lace is regarded as the most probable original home of the Teutons.
It is here that they developed their first specifically Germanic linguistic
features which made them a separate group in the IE family.

1 Both names correspond to R ‘repmaHusl’, ‘xpeBhue repmatup’ (to be distin-
guished from Germans ‘HeMUb Yo
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PG is an entirely pre-historical language: it was never recorded in
written form. In the 19th c. it was reconstructed by methods of compa-
rative linguistics from written evidence in descendant languages. Hypo-
thetical reconstructed PG forms will sometimes be quoted below, to
explain the origin of English forms.

It is believed that at the earliest stages of history PG was funda-
mentally one language, though dialectally coloured. In its later stages
dialectal differences grew, so that towards the beginning of our era Ger-
manic appears divided into dialectal groups and tribal dialects. Dialec-
tal differentiation increased with the migrations and geographical ex-
pansion of the Teutons caused by overpopulation, poor agricultural
technique and scanty natural resources in the areas of their original
settlement.

The external history of the ancient Teutons around the beginning
of our era is known from classical writings. The first mention of Ger-
manic tribes was made by Pitheas, a Greek historian and geographer
of the 4th c. B.C., in an account of a sea voyage to the Baltic Sea. In
the Ist ¢. B.C. in COMMENTARIES ON THE GALLIC WAR (COM-
MENTARII DE BELLO GALLICO) Julius Caesar described some mi-
litant Germanic tribes — the Suevians — who bordered on the Celts
of Gaul in the North-East. The tribal names Germans and Teutons, at
first applied to separate tribes, were later extended to the entire group.
In the Ist c. A. D. Pliny the Elder, a prominent Roman scientist and
writer, in NATURAL HISTORY (NATURALIS HISTORIA) made a
classified list of Germanic tribes grouping them under six headings.
A few decades later the Roman historian Tacitus compiled a detailed
description of the life and customs of the ancient Teutons DE SITU,
MORIBUS ET POPULIS GERMANIAE; in this work he reproduced
Pliny’s classification of the Germanic tribes. F. Engels made extensive
use of these sources in the papers ON THE HISTORY OF THE AN-
CIENT GERMANS and THE ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY, PRIVATE
PROPERTY AND THE STATE. Having made a linguistic analvsis
of several Germanic dialects of later ages F. Engels came to the conclu-
sion that Pliny’s classification of the Teutonic tribes accurately reflected
the contemporary dialectal division. In his book on the ancient Teutons
F. Engels described the evolution of the economic and social structure
of the Teutons from Caesar’s to Tacitus’s time.

§ 35. Towards the beginning of our era the common period of Ger-
manic history came to an end. The Teutons had extended over a larger
territory and the PG language broke into parts. The tri-partite division
of the Germanic languages proposed by 19th c. philologists corresponds,
with a few adjustments, to Pliny’s grouping of the Old Teutonic tribes.
According to this division PG split into three branches: East Germanic
(Vindili in Pliny’s classification), North Germanic (Hilleviones) and
West Germanic (which embraces /ngueones, [stavones and Hermino-
nes in Pliny’s list). In due course these branches split into separate
Germanic languages.

The traditional tri-partite classification of the Germanic languages
was reconsidered and corrected in some recent publications. The deve-
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!ogment of the Germanic group was not confined to successive splits;
it involved both linguistic divergence and convergence. It has also been
d1§c0ve1:ed ﬂ_la't originally PG split into two main branches and that the
tri-partite division marks a later stage of its history.

The earliest migration of the Germanic tribes from the lower valley
of the Elbe consisted in their movement north, to the Scandinavian pe-
ninsula, a few hundred years before our era. This geographical segrega-
tion must have led to linguistic differentiation and to the division of
PG into the northern and southern branches. At the beginning of our
era some of the tribes returned to the mainland and settled closer to the
Vistula basin, east of the other continental Germanic tribes. It is only
from this stage of their history that the Germanic languages can be des-
cribed under three headings: East Germanic, North Germanic and West
Germanic.

East Germanic

§ 36. The East Germanic subgroup was formed by the tribes who
returned from Scandinavia at the beginning of our era. The most nu-
merous and powerful of them were the Goths. They were among the
first Teutons to leave the coast of the Baltic Sea and start on their great
migrations. Around 200 A. D. they moved south-east and some time later
reached the lower basin of the Danube, where they made attacks on the
Eastern Roman Empire, Byzantium. Their western branch, the Visi-
gote, invaded Roman territory, participated in the assaults on Rome
under Alaric and moved on to southern Gaul, to found one of the first
barbarian kingdoms of Medieval Europe, the Toulouse kingdom. The
kingdom lasted until the 8th c. though linguistically the western Goths
were soon absorbed by the native population, the Romanised Celts.!
The eastern Goths, Ostrogotz consolidated into a powerful tribal alliance
in the lower basin of the Dniester, were subjugated by the Huns under
Atilla, traversed the Balkans and set up a kingdom in Northern [taly,
with Ravenna as its capital. The short-lived flourishing of Ostrogothic
culture in the 5th—6th c. under Theodoric came to an end with the fall
of the kingdom.

§ 37. The Gothic language, now dead, has been preserved in written
records of the 4th—6th c. The Goths were the first of the Teutons to be-
come Christian. In the 4th c. Ulfilas, a West Gothic bishop, made a
translation of the Gospels from Greek into Gothic using a modified form
of the Greek alphabet. Parts of Ulfilas’ Gospels — a manuscript of about
two hundred pages, probably made in the 5th or 6th c. —have been
preserved and are kept now in Uppsala, Sweden. It is written on red
parchment with silver and golden letters and is known as the SILVER
CODEX (CODEX ARGENTEUS). Uliilas’ Gospels were first published
in the 17th c. and have been thoroughly studied by 19th and 20th c.
philologists. The SILVER CODEX is one of the earliest texts in the

__ 1The Celts of Modern France and Spain had been subjected to strong Roman
influence — “Romanised’’: they spoke local varieties of Latin which gave rise to
modern Romance languages.
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languages oi the Germanic group; it represents a form of language very
close to PG and therefore throws light on the pre-written stages of his-
tory of all the languages of the Germanic group, including English.

The other East Germanic languages, all oi which are now dead, have
left no written traces. Some of their tribal names have survived in place-
names, which reveal the directions of their migrations: Bornholm and
Burgundy go back to the East Germanic tribe of Burgundians;, Andalusia
is derived from the tribal name Vandals; Lombardy got its name from
the Langobards, who made part of the population of the Ostrogothic
kingdom in North I[taly,

North Germanic

§ 38. The Teutons who stayed in Scandinavia after the departure
of the Goths gave rise to the North Germanic subgroup of languages.
The North Germanic tribes lived on the southern coast of the Scandina-
vian peninsula and in Northern Denmark (since the 4th c.). They did
not participate in the migrations and were relatively isolated, though
they may have come into closer contacts with the western tribes after
the Goths leit the coast of the Baltic Sea. The speech of the North Ger-
manic tribes showed little dialectal variation until the 9th c¢. and is
regarded as a sort of common North Germanic parent-language called
Old Norse or Old Scandinavian. It has come down to us in runic inscrip-
tions dated from the 3rd to the 9th c. Runic inscriptions were carved
on objects made of hard material in an original Germanic alphabet
known as the runic alphabet or the runes. The runes were used by North
and West Germanic tribes.

The disintegration of Old Norse into separate dialects and languages
began after the 9th c., when the Scandinavians started out on their sea
voyages. The famous Viking Age, from about 800 to 1050 A.D., is the
legendary age of Scandinavian raids and expansion overseas. At the same
period, due to overpopulation in the fjord areas, they spread over inner
Scandinavia.

§ 39. The principal linguistic differentiation in Scandinavia cor-
responded to the political division into Sweden, Denmark and Norway.
The three kingdoms constantly fought for dominance and the relative
position of the three languages altered, as one or another of the powers
prevailed over its neighbours. For several hundred years Denmark was
the most powerful of the Scandinavian kingdoms: it embraced Southern
Sweden, the greater part of the British Isles, the southern coast of the
Baltic Sea up to the Gulf of Riga; by the 14th ¢. Norway fell under Da-
nish rule too. Sweden regained its independence in the 16th c¢., while
Norway remained a backward Danish colony up to the early 19th ¢. Con-
sequently, both Swedish and Norwegian were iniluenced by Danish.

The earliest written records in Old Danish, Old Norwegian and Old
Swedish date irom the 13th c. In the later Middle Ages, with the growth
of capitalist relations and the unification of the countries, Danish, and
then Swedish developed into national literary languages. Nowadays
Swedish is spoken not only by the population ol Sweden; the language
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has extended over Finnish territory and is the second state language in
Finland.

Norwegian was the last to develop into an independent national lan-
guage. During the period of Danish dominance Norwegian intermixed
with Danish. As a result in the 19th c. there emerged two varieties of
the Norwegian tongue: the state or bookish tongue riksmal (later called
bokmal) which is a blending of literary Danish with Norwegian town dia-
lects and a rural variety, landsmal. Landsmal was sponsored by 19th c.
writers and philologists as the real, pure Norwegian language. At the
present time the two varieties tend to fuse into a single form of lan-
guage nynorsk (“New Norwegian”).

§ 40. In addition to the three languages on the mainland, the Nortk
Germanic subgroup includes two more languages: Icelandic and Faroese,
whose origin goes back to the Viking Age.

Beginning with the 8th c. the Scandinavian sea-rovers and merchants
undertook distant sea vovages and set up their colonies in many terri-
tories. The Scandinavian invaders, known as Northmen, overran Nor-
thern France and settled in Normandy (named after them). Crossing
the Baltic Sea they came to Russia — the “varyagi” of the Russian
chronicles. Crossing the North Sea they made disastrous attacks on
English coastal towns and eventually occupied a large part of England
— the Danes of the English chronicles. They founded numerous settle-
ments in the islands around the North Sea: the Shetlands, the Orkneys,
Ireland and the Faroe Islands; going still farther west they reached
Iceland, Greenland and North America.

Linguistically, in most areas of their expansion, the Scandinavian
settlers were assimilated by the native population: in France they adopt-
ed the French language; in Northern England, in Ireland and other
islands around the British Isles sooner or later the Scandinavian dialects
were displaced by English. In the Faroe Islands the West Norwegian
dialects brought by the Scandinavians developed into a separate lan-
guage called Faroese. Faroese is spoken ncwadavs by about 30,000 pec-
ple. For many centuries all writing was dcne in Danish; it was not until
the 18th c. that the first Farcese records were made.

§ 41. Iceland was practically uninhabited at the time of the first
Scandinavian settlements (91h c.). Their West Scandinavian dialects,
at first identical with those of Norway, eventually grew into an inde-
pendent language, Icelandic. It develcped as a separate language in
spite of the political dependence of Iceland upon Denmark and the do-
minance of Danish in official spheres. As compared with other North
Germanic languages Icelandic has retained a more archaic vocabular:
and grammatical system. Modern Icelandic is very much like Old Ice-
landic and Old Norse, for it has not participated in the linguistic changes
which took place in the other Scandinavian languages, probably because
of its geographical isolation. At present Icelandic is spoken by over
200 600 people.

Old Icelandic written records date from the 12th and 13th c., an
age of literary ilourishing. The most important records are: the ELDER
EDDA (also called the FOETIC EDDA) — a collection of heroic songs
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of the 12th c., the YOUNGER (PROSE) EDDA (a text-btcok for poels
compiled by Snorri Sturluson in the early 13th c.) and the Old Icelandic

sagas.
West Germanic

§ 42. Around the beginning of our era the would-be West Germanic
tribes dwelt in the lowlands between the Oder and the Elkbe bordering
on the Slavonian tribes in the East and the Celtic tribes in the South.
They must have retreated further west under the pressure of the Goths,
who had come from Scandinavia, but after their departure expanded in
the eastern and southern directions. The dialectal differentiation of
West Germanic was probably quite distinct even at the beginning of
our era.since Pliny and Tacitus described them under three tribal names
(see § 35). On the eve of their “great migrations” of the 4th and 5th c.
the West Germans included several tribes. The Franconians (or Franks)
occupied the lower basin of the Rhine; from there they spread up the
Rhine and are accordingly subdivided into Low, Middle and High Fran-
conians. The Angles and the Frisians (known as the Anglo-Frisian group),
the Jutes and the Saxons inhabited the coastal area of the modern Ne-
therlands, the Federal Republic of Germany and the southern part of Den-
mark. A group of tribes known as High Germans lived in the mountai-
nous southern regions of the Federal Republic of Germany (hence the
name High Germans as contrasted to Low Germans — a name applied
to the West Germanic tribes in the low-lying northern areas. The High
Germans included a number of tribes whose names are known since the
early Middle Ages: the Alemanians, the Swabians, the Bavarians, the
Thiiringians and others.

In the Early Middle Ages the Franks consolidated into a powerful
tribal alliance. Towards the 8th c. their kingdom grew into one of the
largest states in Western Europe. Under Charlemagne (768—814) the
Holy Roman Empire of the Franks embraced France and half of Italy,
and stretched northwards up to the North and Baltic Sea. The empire
lacked ethnic and economic unity and in the 9th c. broke up into parts.
Its western part eventually became the basis of France. Thcugh the names
Frafzce, French are derived from the tribal name of the Franks, the Fran-
Conian dialects were not spoken there. The populaticn, the Romanised

elts of Gaul, spoke a local variety of Latin, which developed into cne
of the most extensive Romance languages, French

_ The eastern part, the East Franconian Empire, comprised several
kingdoms: Swabia or Alemania, Bavaria, East Franconia and Saxcny;
to these were soon added two more kingdoms — Lorraine and Friesland.
As seen from the nanies of the kingdoms, the East Franconian state had
a mixed population consisting of several West Germanic tribes.

§ 43. The Franconian dialects were spoken in the exireme Ncrih
of the Empire; in the later Middle Ages they developed into Dutch
— the language of the Low Couniries (the Netherlands) and Flemich
— the language of Flanders. The earliesl texts in Lcw Frencenien date
from the 10th c.; 12th ¢. records represent ike eerliest Qld Dutch. The
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formation of the Dutch language stretches over a long period; it is linked
up with the growth of the Netherlands into an independent bourgeois
state after its liberation from Spain in the 16th c.

The modern language of the Netherlands, formerly called Dutch,
and its variant in Belgium, known as the Flemish dialect, are now treat-
ed as a single language, Netherlandish. Netherlandish is spoken by almost
20 million people; its northern variety, used in the Netherlands, has a
more standardised literary form.

About three hundred years ago the Dutch language was brought to
South Africa by colonists from Southern Holland. Their dialects in
Africa eventually grew into a separate West Germanic language, Afri-
kaans. Afrikaans has incorporated elements from the speech of English
and German colonists in Africa and from the tongues of the natives.
Writing in Afrikaans began as late as the end of the 19th c. Today Afri-
kaans is the mother-tongue of over four million Afrikaners and coloured
people and one of the state languages in the South African Republic
(alongside English).

§ 44. The High German group of tribes did not go far in their migra-
tions. Together with the Saxons (see below § 46 {f.) the Alemanians, Bava-
rians, and Thuringians expanded east, driving the Slavonic tribes from
places of their early settlement.

The High German dialects consolidated into' a common language
known as Old High German (OHG). The first written records in OHG
date from the 8th and 9th c. (glosses to Latin texts, translations from
Latin and religious poems). Towards the 12th c. High German (known
as Middle High German) had intermixed with neighbouring tongues,
especially Middle and High Franconian, and eventually developed into
the literary German language. The Written Standard of New High Ger-
man was established after the Reformation (16th c.), though no Spoken
Standard existed until the 19th c. as Germany remained politically di-
vided into a number of kingdoms and dukedoms. To this day German
is remarkable for great dialectal diversity of speech.

The High German language in a somewhat modified form is the
national language of Austria, the language of Liechtenstein and one
of the languages in Luxemburg and Switzerland. It is also spoken in
Alsace and Lorraine in France. The total number of German-speaking
people approaches 100 million.

§ 45. Another offshoot of High German is Yiddish. It grew from the
High German dialects which were adopted by numerous Jewish communi-
ties scattered over Germany in the 11th and 12th c. These dialects blended
with elements of Hebrew and Slavonic and developed into a separate
West Germanic language with a spoken and literary form. Yiddish was
exported from Germany to many other countries: Russia, Poland, the
Baltic states and America.

§ 46. At the later stage of the great migration period — in the 5th c.
— a group of West Germanic tribes started out on their invasion of the
British Isles. The invaders came from the lowlands near the North Sea:
the Angles, part of the Saxons and Frisians, and, probably, the Jutes.
Their dialects in the British Isles developed into the English language.
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The territory of English was at first confined to what is now known

as England proper. From the 13th to the 17th c. it extended to other

arts of the British Isles. In the succeeding centuries English spread

overseas to other continents. The first English written records have come

down from the 7th c., which is the earliest date in the history of writing
in the West Germanic subgroup (see relevant chapters below).

§ 47. The Frisians and the Saxons who did not take part in the in-
vasion of Britain stayed on the continent. The area of Frisians, which
at one time extended over the entire coast of the North Sea, was reduced
under the pressure of other Low German tribes and the influence of their
dialects, particularly Low Franconian (later Dutch). Frisian has sur-
vived as a local dialect in Friesland (in the Netherlands) and Ostfries-
land (the Federal Republic of Germany). It has both an oral and written
form, the earliest records dating from the 13th c.

§ 48. In the Early Middle Ages the continental Saxons formed a
powerful tribe in the lower basin of the Elbe. They were subjugated by
the Franks and after the breakup of the Empire entered its eastern sub-
division. Together with High German tribes they took part in the east-
ward drive and the colonisation of the former Slavonic territories. Old
Saxon known in written form from the records of the 9th c. has survived
as one of the Low German dialects.

§ 49. The following table shows the classification of old and modern
Germanic languages.

Table
Germanic Languages
East Germanic North Germanic West Germanic
Old Germanic|Gothic (4thc.)| Old Norse or Old| Anglian, Frisian, Ju-
languages | Vandalic Scandinavian tish, Saxon, Fran-
(with dates| Burgundian (2nd-3rd c.) conian, High Ger-
of the ear- Old Icelandic man (Alemanic,
liest re- (12th c.) Thiiringian, Swa-
cords) Old Norwegian vian, Bavarian)
(13th c.) Old English (7th c.)
Old Danish Old Saxon (9th c.)
(13th c.) Old High German
Old Swedish (8th. c.)
(13th c.) Old Dutch (12th c¢.)
Modern Ger- | No living lan-| Icelandic English
manic lan-| guages Norwegian German
guages Danish Netherlandish
Swedish Afrikaans
Faroese Yiddish
Frisian
3 Pacropryesa T, A. 33



